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Emergency Buoys Malfunction 





fnlt«d PreasU^ematLnal 

• Emergency transmitters on 
Polaris submarines mistakenly 
signaled they had been “sunk 
by enemy action” on. two occa- 
sions in 1971, and raised the 
threat of accidental nuclear’ 
war, Rep. Les Aspin (D-Wis.) 
said yesterday. 

The signals' set off general 
military alerts until the subs 
themselves surfaced and ad- 
vised by regular radio signals 
that the • . buoy-borne- emer- 
gency transmitters had mal- 
functioned, Aspin said.; 


The transmitters also mal- 
functioned on at least two 
other occasions but did not 
send warlike signals, Aspin 
said. 

Both the war signals cam’e 
from U.S. subs in Mediterra- 
nean waters regularly pa- 
trolled by the Soviet fleet. : 
Aspin charged, the Navy ac- 
tually covered up the inci- 
dents and started a campaign 
of persecution against a small 
electronics, firm, ; LMA Inc.; 
that had designed a computer- 
ized receiving system for the 
emergency signals, v _ ■ 

Aspin and Lewis Malnak, 
head of LMA, said . the : Navy 
was attempting to protect the 
contractor that' built the mal- 
functioning buoys, Collins Ra- 
dio Co., of Dallas, by discredit- 
ing LMA for revealing the 
malfunctions. 

The Navy had no immediate 


comment on the charges,' but 
said it would check to see if 
the alerts actually occurred. 

Aspin charged that the mal- 
functions, besides touching off 
a possible nuclear war, could 
endanger “the lives and safety 
of the men aboard our subma- 
rines.” 

He charged last week that 
the Navy wasted at least $16 
million- building the SECT 
(submarine emergency com- 
munications , transmitter) 
buoys despite the fact it knew, 
the devices wouldn’t fit some 
of its . subs. The Navy said they 
would fit all the subs they 
were made for. 

The Navy later . confirmed 
the two incidents took place, 
but said the commands . in- 
volved “were able to prevent 
any search and rescue” opera- 
tions. Spokesmen declined di- 
rect comment, however, on 
whether alerts resulted. . 



